
 
Consultation on Increasing Housing Supply in Ontario:  

A Guide for TAEH and Toronto’s Housing, Homelessness and Related Sectors 

 

The Ontario government is currently asking for input on its Increasing Housing Supply in Ontario consultation. 

This guide will help you fill out the consultation while giving you some important points to keep in mind. 

Please respond to the consultation document before January 25, 2019.  

 

INTRODUCTION 

We all know that Ontario has a serious affordable housing problem. According to Statistics Canada, the number 

of households in core housing need in Ontario is close to a quarter of a million, with Toronto having the highest 

percentage rate (20%) of households with core housing needs. 

 

Not only is investing in affordable housing an opportunity to make life better for people all across Ontario for 

nearly all income groups and ages, it also is essential to our province’s economic and social growth.    

 

The lack of affordable housing is especially critical to the persistently high rate of homelessness, across Ontario 

and in Toronto.  According to the 2018 Street Needs Assessment, over 8,700 people are currently homeless in 

Toronto. 

 

In particular, any provincial plan to increase housing supply must also include housing that addresses deep 

affordability as defined by a person or family’s assets, and not by the market, and to explore every person’s 

accessibility to choice in housing options.  At a minimum the cost of housing must be at least equal to the 

amount that people have access to via benefits and pensions.   

 

In late 2018 new research in the United States explains the link between the gap in housing affordability and 

homelessness.   

 

THE CONSULTATION 

Until January 25th, the Ontario government is asking for input on its Increasing Housing Supply in Ontario 

consultation.  

 

Unfortunately, this consultation only focuses on ways to increase the supply of new ownership housing and 
private developments in Ontario. It explicitly states that “This consultation does not cover initiatives specifically 
related to community housing (e.g. social and supportive housing)”.  Indigenous housing is also no doubt also 
excluded in this definition. 
 

But that doesn’t mean we can’t make our voices heard! The government is overlooking a strong partner in 

achieving housing affordability. The consultation attempts to create a separation that shouldn’t exist. We 

encourage the TAEH network and all advocates for an end to homelessness to take part – the more submissions 

they get from our point of view the more they have to pay attention.  

 

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page20902.aspx
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page20902.aspx
https://endhomelessness.org/new-research-quantifies-link-housing-affordability-homelessness/
https://endhomelessness.org/new-research-quantifies-link-housing-affordability-homelessness/
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page20902.aspx
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page20902.aspx
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page20902.aspx


2 
Consultation on Increasing Housing Supply in Ontario:  

A Guide for TAEH and Toronto’s Housing, Homelessness and Related Sectors 

 

This guide - developed in conversation with many other organizations and voices in community-based housing - 

will help you fill out the consultation while giving you some important points to keep in mind. Please respond to 

the consultation document before January 25, 2019. This can be done through an online survey or by providing 

written submissions to housingsupply@ontario.ca 

 

A FEW TIPS ON ENGAGING IN THE CONSULTATION 

 It is best to answer in your own words.  

 Each TAEH Community Partner can formulate a response on behalf of their organization but every individual 
can, and is encouraged to, also participate.  

 There are a total of five sections. We limited this guide to discussion of the questions relevant to 
community-based housing development and where they can be strategies to end homelessness.  

 It will take between ten and twenty minutes to complete, depending on the length of your answers.  

 To participate online: www.ontario.ca/housingsupply   

 To participate by email: housingsupply@ontario.ca   

 Read the Increasing Housing Supply in Ontario: Government Consultation document.  

 Deadline is January 25, 2019.  
 

OVERALL KEY MESSAGES: 

1. Efforts to increase Ontario’s housing supply must include housing across the entire spectrum including a 

significant investment in housing with supports (including a deep portable housing benefit) and more 

community based non-profit and co-op housing, and Indigenous housing. 

 

2. Community-based, non-profit and co-op housing provide the best value for public investment given the 

long-term guarantee of affordability.   

 This is particularly true for supportive housing which also provides for the integrated delivery of 

the supports needed to end people’s homelessness and improve their longer term health 

outcomes.  

 

3. Proper land use planning should promote intensification as opposed to sprawl and should include a healthy 

mix of housing options. 

 

4. Deregulation of the planning process will not lead to an increase in affordability for Ontario families.   

 

5. A more streamlined and cost effective process to the development process would help community-based 

non-profit and supportive housing providers get more projects off the ground. 

 

6. Changes to the Residential Tenancies Act are not going to meaningfully increase Ontario’s housing supply 

and cannot be justified at the expense of tenants’ rights. 

 
INTRODUCTORY QUESTION  
 
The survey begins by asking respondents to identify what is most important to them when looking to buy or rent 

a home: 

 

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page20905.aspx
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page20905.aspx
mailto:housingsupply@ontario.ca
http://www.ontario.ca/housingsupply
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Speaking from your own perspective, select your top criteria when looking for a home to buy or rent.  
 
We recommend:  

 Select “Price or rent” – this answer makes the best case for affordable housing.  
 

The survey then goes on to pose several questions relating to the five themes in the consultation document: 

  

SECTION 1 – SPEED 

It takes too long for development projects to get approved.  How can we streamline development approval 

processes, while balancing competing interests and the broader public interest? 

  

TAEH point of view:  
Deregulation alone will not increase the supply of affordable or deeply affordable housing. However, non-profit, 
co-op and supportive housing developers would benefit from both streamlined processes and adequate ministry 
staffing.  
 
We recommend:  

 Streamline costly studies (environmental, parking, noise, etc.) to make it more affordable for the non-profit 
housing sector to develop new homes.  

 Provide proper staffing in provincial ministries (Environment, Transportation, etc.) for realistic turnaround of 
approvals. This would help affordable and supportive housing projects develop more quickly with less risk of 
cost overruns.  

 Create incentives to build affordable housing in complete communities in existing urban boundaries. 

 

SECTION 2 – MIX 

There are too many restrictions on what can be built to get the right mix of housing where it is needed. 

 
TAEH point of view:  
We need to rethink the way we plan cities. Community housing plays an important role in providing the kind of 

housing people want, need and can afford, and it is a strong contributor to healthy and mixed-use communities.  

 

In the last two decades, Ontario has largely relied on the private sector to develop housing. These developments 

often don’t include deeply affordable housing units and the right mix of unit sizes to meet the community’s 

needs. Creating affordable housing requires partnerships with government, private sector and the community 

housing sector.  

 

2 - Part A:  How can we make the planning and development system more effective to build the kind of 

housing people want, and can afford, in the right places with the right supports (e.g., schools, transit and 

other amenities, etc.)? 

 

We recommend:  

 Partner with non-profit, co-ops and supportive housing providers to spark the development of permanent 
affordable housing for Ontarians. With no built-in profit margin, every dollar goes to keeping rents 
affordable for the long-term.  
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 Create an environment that supports the development of non-profit housing. 

 Take an “affordable housing first” approach to surplus properties: sell below market value to non-profit and 
co-op developers.  

 Use planning tools such as inclusionary zoning to ensure the continued development of affordable housing 
in growing housing markets.  

 Encourage new community housing development through upfront project funding.  
 

 Commit a designated percentage of Ontario’s portion of the National Housing Strategy resources to develop 
housing specifically for people currently experiencing homelessness. 

 

 Municipalities should have ample discretion to design strategies and by-laws that meet local needs and 

contexts. 

 

2 – PART B:  How can we bring new types of housing to existing neighbourhoods while maintaining the 

qualities that make these communities desirable places to live? 

 

We recommend:  

 Commit to community consultation and promoting intensification and smart growth to avoid sprawl. 
Affordable housing is an important part of building inclusive communities. Studies show that it leads to 
better health outcomes, employment opportunities, and social mobility.  

 Use public education events outlining the benefits of mixed-income communities to avoid NIMBY (Not in My 
Back Yard) sentiments.  

 

 There need to be connections between development and transportation policies and planning. 

 

2 – PART C:  How can we balance the need for more housing with the need for employment and industrial 

lands? 

 

We recommend:  

 There is enough land available for housing without using industrial or employment lands. Speculation is the 
main driver of inflation in the housing market, not lack of land.  

 

SECTION 3 - COST  

Developments costs are too high because of high land prices and government-imposed fees and charges.  How 

can we lower the cost of developing new housing while ensuring that funds are available for growth-related 

infrastructure (e.g., water and sewer systems, fire and police services, schools, roads, and transit)? 

  

TAEH point of view:  
Government policies that focus on expanding supply without including different income groups will not 
effectively increase the affordable housing stock. The non-profit and co-op housing sector play an important role 
in filling this gap. These are both non-governmental, cost-effective means of providing good-quality, long-term 
affordable housing, and housing with supports. In addition, they can offer a mix of market-value units with 
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deeply affordable units for those who need it most. It’s important that the government works with the sector to 
address the supply shortage.  
 
We recommend:  

 Exempt non-profit, co-op and supportive housing providers from development charges and other 
government-imposed costs. Savings from these charges could be re-invested into more affordable housing.  

 Allocate revenues from the land transfer tax to build the long-term, affordable and deeply affordable 
housing that the private sector can’t deliver.  

 Reduce costs for municipalities by focusing on efficient, complete communities with diverse housing forms. 
This avoids inefficient sprawl which, over time, costs municipalities more to service.  

 

SECTION 4 - RENT 

 

4 - PART A:  It is too hard to be a landlord in Ontario, and tenants need to be protected. 

  

How can we make the current system work better for landlords? 

What additional protections should be provided for tenants? 

  

TAEH point of view:  
These questions seem to set up a conflict between tenants and landlords that doesn’t have to exist. Stable 
tenants are good for landlords and good landlords work to support and maintain tenancies.   
 
The lack of affordable housing supply creates a situation where bad landlords can take advantage of tenants; 
tenants are vulnerable to being stuck in housing where their rights are violated. In tight rental markets, 
landlords have an incentive to find reasons to evict tenants since they can raise the rents whenever units turn 
over. This is one way that amendments to the Residential Tenancies Act are not going to meaningfully increase 
Ontario’s housing supply.  
 
We recommend:  

 Focus on increasing affordable housing by partnering with the community-based, non-profit housing sector.  

 Provide the range of integrated supports needed, including deep enough portable housing benefits, for 
households that need assistance to maintain successful tenancies.  

 Addressing resource shortages at the Landlord and Tenant Board would help both landlords and tenants in 
accessing remedies and dealing with disputes in a timely manner 

  

4 - PART B:  How do we encourage homeowners to create legal second units and new rental supply? 

  

TAEH point of view: 
Second suite growth is largely constrained by municipal restriction, homeowner interest and homeowner ability 

to make the necessary arrangements. 

 

 We recommend: 

 The province should encourage and incent municipalities to comply with the provincial growth plan and 

allow secondary suites. 
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 The province should support homeowners in navigating the process of adding second suites to their 

home. 

 

PART 5 - INNOVATIONS 

Other concerns, opportunities and innovations to increase housing supply. 

  

TAEH point of view:  
More attention must be paid to creating innovative forms of affordable housing from across the spectrum, 
including deeply affordable and supportive housing.  
 
We recommend:  

 Partner with the community-based, non-profit housing sector to create innovative affordable housing.  

 Commit a designated percentage of Ontario’s portion of the National Housing Strategy resources to develop 
housing specifically for people currently experiencing homelessness.   

o This could include resources to ensure that emergency homelessness shelters can be retrofitted, or 
if new, developed, to convert to supportive or permanent affordable housing as systems to end 
homelessness become more mature across Ontario. 

 Promote the community land trust model. Community land trusts are private non-profit organizations that 
purchase land and use it for the benefit of the local community. This approach is a way for the government 
to remove properties from the speculative market and to allow the non-profit sector to develop affordable 
housing for middle- and low-income families.  

 Commit to community consultation and promoting intensification and smart growth to avoid sprawl. 
Affordable housing is an important part of building inclusive communities. Studies show that it leads to 
better health outcomes, employment opportunities, and social mobility.  

 Use public education events outlining the benefits of mixed-income communities to avoid NIMBY (Not In My 
Back Yard) sentiments.  

 In pressured housing markets like the GTA all levels of government must look at using existing assets, in the 

forum of properties, to leverage the development of affordable housing. 


